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The joy of Tithing
Honor the Lord with your substance and with the first fruits of all your produce; then your barns will be filled with plenty.
-Proverbs 3:910 (NRSV)

FOR years I struggled with the concept of tithing. I didn't mind putting a little in the offering plate each Sun-
day, but 10 percent? I dreamed up lots of reasons why I couldn't tithe, yet I had no trouble spending the same
amount at the mall.

Then I met Anne, a single woman who not only tithed but saved every extra dollar for missions. Anne had a joy
and a confidence in God that I envied. She didn't have a high-paying job, yet she lived in style and within her
means. One day, I asked for her secret. "I follow God's plan and trust him," she confided. She went on to explain
that tithing isn't an  obligation but a privilege and a way of showing that we honor God. "God has never let me
down, even during the hardest of times," Anne said.

God challenged me through Anne. "Test me in this,” God seemed to say. So I took God up on it and have never
looked back. God has faithfully kept the assurances given in the Bible, and blessings flow out to me day by day. Be-

cause God is faithful and generous, I always have enough. We can never out-give God.
(Paraphrased from Upper Room On-line Devotional)

During this stewardship season you are asked to contemplate your response to God through your time,
talents and financial gifts. Prayerfully, decide what you will do as a family. Prayerfully, fill in your pledge
card. Prayerfully, thank God for all he has done for you. We ask that all pledge cards be returned to the church
by Consecration Sunday on November 8. On that day we will have the Rev. Bob Field, minister of
First Presbyterian Church, Lubbock to assist us in our dedication of pledges at the 10:30 worship service.

P Letter from Pastor Nominating Committee G

Dear Congregation,

PNC members received your stewardship letter this week. We wanted to share some encouraging
words about your financial commitment to our church. The Pastor Nominating Committee is nearing
to completion of our work and will soon present a new pastor for your approval. What a blessed gift
from God that would be! How, as a congregation, do we respond to such a gift? How can we support a
new pastor? Lovingly, look into your hearts, and thank God for his blessings to this church---pastors
of such long tenure, fellowship and love shared through times of grief and question, and the knowl-
edge that God always provides for our needs.

Let us thank this God with an outpouring of love and support.
o) Sue Lewellen, PNC Moderator ¢
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July 10, 2009 was the 500®
birthday of the “Father of Our
Faith,” John Calvin. I make men-
tion of that fact because I believe it
is worth noting. I would be less
than honest, however, if 1 didn’t
tell you that I didn’t always care
for the one who appeared so dour
or morose. I have never read a bi-
ography and therefore do not know
much about him. Indeed as a
young seminarian I often railed
against his seeming heavy-
handedness. All the while I have
relied on his Institutes of the Chris-
tian Religion as a starting point for
sermon work. Since this year I
have started to take another look at
him. To paraphrase the Sears com-
mercial, I have been looking for
the softer side of Calvin.

And there is a lot to like. Cal-
vin’s brilliant mind and tireless
argument lit a fire under people
looking for change in the Catholic
Church. But his influence goes far
beyond the church walls. He was
very much a humanist, and many
have said that his ideas led eventu-
ally to the rise of capitalism, indi-
vidualism, and representative de-
mocracy in the West.

By the time he entered college
in France, he had enrolled in phi-
losophy, but his father took him
out of that college and enrolled
him in the study of law because he
could make more money as a law-
yer than as a priest. He was never
ordained as a minister but served
mostly in that capacity throughout
his life.

Many do not equate emotional
expression with the stern-minded
Calvin. But he did relate in the
preface to his commentary on Ro-
mans that he had experienced a
sudden religious conversion. “God,
by a sudden conversion subdued
and brought my mind to a teach-
able frame, which was more hard-
ened in such matters than might
have been expected from one at
my early period of life.”

Calvin found his way to Ge-
neva, Switzerland. He had in-
tended to stay only one night, but
William Farel, a fellow French Re-
former convinced him to stay, and
so he did. He stayed there for a
few years, but the work there got
controversial. He was asked to
leave, and settled in Strasburg.

Meanwhile in Geneva, church
attendance had dwindled and the
political climate had changed, so
by 1540 he was invited back to
continue his reforms. In that same
year he married Idelette de Bure, a
widow with two children. In 1542
Idelette fell ill, and in 1549 she
died. In a letter he expressed his
sorrow, “I have been bereaved of
the best friend of my life...” He
never married again.

In 1558 he became ill with a
fever. He was afraid he might die,
so worked feverishly on the third
revision of his Institutes. Shortly
after his recovery he strained his
voice while preaching and took to
violent coughing which burst a
blood vessel. He died on May 27
1564 at the age of 54. At first his
body laid in state, but so many
people came to see him, that many
reformers thought they were start-
ing a new saint’s cult. So they put
him in an unmarked tomb.

What a complex man and mar-
velous legacy of our faith!

Love,

Preparing for the newborn King

The first Sunday of Advent will be celebrated on Sunday, November 29 during the
church school time and during morning worship. During church school, Dean Thompson
will be cooking his famous Pancake Breakfast. There will also be crafts for all ages in the
Fellowship Court. Following our traditions, everyone will make a craft and help decorate

the Christmas tree.

This is a wonderful multi-generational activity for young and old alike. Come enjoy

the food, the fellowship, and the joy that is Advent!




Workday Lunch Fellowship starts  *

So often it is hard to fit in a bible OUE
study or church fellowship time during LUN
the workday. Too many meetings, too L
many deadlines, too many responsibilities! However, there
is usually time for lunch. With that in mind, a new group
— Workday Lunch Fellowship (WoLF)— has begun.
They are meeting at 12:00 noon on Tuesdays at various
restaurants/eateries to share food for the body and soul.
What a unique concept and opportunity!

The location schedule for November is:

=

Nov. 3 Rockin’ R (705 Broadway)

Nov. 10 Jumbo Joes (1911 W 5%

Nov. 17  Jaliscos (West of the Movie Theater)

Nov. 24 Jackie’s (24™ Across from Coronado School)
Dec. 1 Cotton Patch (3314 Olton Road)

Come enjoy the great lunch (dutch treat) and lively
conversation. Weekly topics and scripture are on page 4
of this FOCUS. This is not only for those who work —
everybody is invited to attend this wonderful group. Please
join us.

New year begins for youth groups

Both youth groups are in full swing for the fall!
Activities are planned through Christmas. To begin the
fall activities the Senior High youth met in the Kevin
Sweeney home and had an in-depth discussion on
angels. They learned the first recorded reference to angels
dates back to ancient Sumeria and they are important
creations in Zoroastrianism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam
and Mormonism. Following the discussion, the group
watched the movie “City of Angels” and had a discussion
following it. The Junior High youth went to see “Partly
Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs.

Other meetings have included a tour of the Comn
Maze in Shallowater with a pumpkin devotional, a hay-
ride and cookout at the Lewellen’s, and planning for the
WARPed weekend sponsored by Palo Duro Presbytery.
This year WARPed will be held in Abilene November
20-22. Please contact Lee Naron or Kevin Sweeney for
more information.

If you are in grades 6-12 please come check out the
activities of the Junior and Senior High groups.

You’ll have a great time — guaranteed!

attend this Sunday.

Church School class going strong

Church School classes are a great place to start your Sunday morning and your week!. Katie Naron, Nursery
teacher, reports the little girls in her class like to pray. The Fellowship Class is studying the History of Christianity.
Senior High Students are studying Creative Bible Lessons from the Life of Christ by Doug Fields. There are also classes
going on in the Primary department and the Parlor Class. PFC is an active place on Sunday momings!

Church school classes begin at 9:30 each week. You will be met with open arms and smiling faces—make plans to
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‘\@@ Upcoming Dates:

Thursday, November 5, 7:00 p.m. — Christian Education
Committee Meeting

Thursday, November 12, 6:30 p.m. — Stewardship Com-
mittee Meeting

Monday, November 16, 6:30 p.m. — Me and Thee
Women’s Study

Church Exterior gets update!

Me & Thee sets November meeting date

The November meeting of the Me and Thee
Women’s Circle is scheduled for Monday, November 16
at 6:30 in the church parlor. The study will be Chapters
4 and 5 of Have you Ever Seen a Hearse Pulling a
Trailer? By James W. Moore. The hostess will be
Barbara Hunt. All women of the church are invited to this
new women’s group.

Next time you are at the church be sure to notice the concrete work that has been done! The sidewalk g

going around the sanctuary had sunk through the years and was holding water against the church founda- £
tion. That sidewalk was removed and replaced with one that slopes away from the building. Such an b

improvement!

Another update is new colored concrete replacing the space left from the removal of the hedges. This concrete
matches the exterior trim of the building and is very striking! Great new look!
Some of the exterior porch carpet has also been replaced. Your Property Committee has been hard at work! Job well

done!!



NOTE: There will be no Ist
Sunday Potluck on Nov. st
due to this evening event.

Mark YOUI' Calendal'! The choir is already

Time?
Where?

Sunday, November 1, 2009
6:00 p.m.
FPC Fellowship Court

Bring the secret family recipe of chili for this much loved annual event.

There will be great food! There will be wonderful prizes! There will be

surprise guest judges! There will even be a variety show presented by the

wonderful youth of our congregation! THIS IS NOT TO BE MISSED!
Can you say ... “YUM!™?

thard at work on the Christmas cantata to be presented
ron Sunday, December 13 during morning worship. Put

i this important date on your calendar...

Birthday Wishes sent to...

Oct 1
Oct 4
Oct 5
Oct 6

Oct 7
Oct 10
Oct 16

Oct 20
Oct 21
Oct 24
Oct 25
Oct 29
Oct 30
Oct 31

Laura Steed
Gwen Womack
Beth Caldwell
Lee Coffey
Daisy Edwards
Mike Craig
Shirley Dodson
Jill Craig
Sharon Morgan
Beverly Steed
Larry Walter
Robert Gibson
Kevin Adamson
Wes Naron
Chris Adams
Jared White
Sue Kidwell
Chase Walter

Nov 1
Nov 2
Nov 6

Nov 9
Nov 10

Nov 12
Nov 13
Nov 17
Nov 20

Nov 23
Nov 24
Nov 28
Nov 29

Dale Zeleny
Jimmy Perkins
LaVera Allen
Barbara Hunt
Teresa Kinkaid
Kade Kersh
Rainey Walter
Katie Naron
Karen Sandlin
Grant Thomas
Mitch Self

Sherry Thompson

Andy Craig
Bryan Wood
Mary Oler
T.J. Wood

Workday Lunch Fellowship's
scriptures & topics of discussion

November 3 Rockin’ R (705 Broadway)
Verses: Ruth 3.1-5; 4.13-17; Mark 12.38-44. “He shall be
to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age;
for your daughter —in-law who loves you, who is more to
you than seven sons, has borne him” (v15).

To Discuss: What is the role of women in the redemption
of humankind? What kind of faith did the woman show in
order to give the way she did?

November 10 Jumbo Joes (1911 W 5)
Verses: Mark 13. 1-8. “Not one stone will be left upon
another; all will be thrown down?” ( v. 2).

To Discuss: If you knew you had six months to live, what
would you do differently? How should Christians “watch
out” for the future?

Neovember 17 Jaliscos (West of the Movie Theater)
Verses: Rev. 1. 4-8; John 18.33-37. ““I am the Alpha and
the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is, who was and who
is to become, the Almighty.”(v.8).

To Discuss: What three facts about Jesus are particularly
important to you in your life right now? What does it
mean for you to be a faithful witness to Jesus?

November 24 Jackie’s (24™ & Joliet)
Verses: Luke 21. 25-36 “They will see ‘the Son of Man
coming on a cloud’ with power and great glory.” (v.27)

To Discuss: How can we make sense of the ‘Second Com-
ing’ today?

4.




Directory Update Our thanks to...

Please correct the following information in your  Tperesa Kinkaid— hosting September 1st Sunday

church directory: Potluck

Gwen Womack Shane & Mandy Steen 0 Chris Lewellen, Carlyn Crawford, Barbara Hunt—
3404 SW 5th, Apt 123 3412 SW 8th September hamburger and Chips

Plainview TX 79702 Plainview TX 79072 0 Luke Ingraham—presentation on his trip to Kenya

during October’s First Sunday Potluck
0 Matthew Thompson—presentation on his and Kaci’s
trip to Holy Land during September’s First Sunday

We lift up to God in prayer... Potluck.
. - 0 Those who donated goodies for our college freshmen
those in our church’s life who need the lov- packages

ing care of our Savior and of their fellow
Christians.

0 Pastor Mark and Kevin Sweeney for making arrange-
ments for Workday Luncheon Fellowships.

t Beverly Steed—radiation therapy as she 0 Mary Anna Self, Chris Lewellen, Gaylan Goddard—

continues her cancer treatment. October 1st Sunday Potluck

t Sunny Coffey—the death of her brother ) 0 Mike Craig, Gaylan Goddard, Nancy Fowler—October

T Tamimy Coleman—the death of her mother Hamburger and Chips

+ The Darrin Lewellen family—dealing with multiple 0 Kaci and Matthew Thompson—for present of commun-
cases of swine flu ion element covers from the Holy Land

O Lord, we pray your healing touch on these named and EEEEENEEEEENEEEEEEEEERER

unnamed who need your loving care. Lead them through Recent V]_Sltors

this valley. Help us to know what we can do as fellow i _
Christians to ease their pain of body, mind or spirit. In Oct 11—Elizabeth Callahan, Michelle Sanders
Christ’s name we pray. Amen. Oct 25—Rebecca Huddleston

Our church dollars at work:
Mission and Outreach Committee Report

Through 2009 our church has been very blessed so that we have been able to support the following mission work
projects through our efforts and dollars:
¢ Monetary donation and supplies for Luke Ingraham’s mission trip to Kenya
¢ Promoting the raising over $400 for Hurricane Ike relief for churches in Galveston
¢ Supervising a successful blood drive last spring
+ Registering volunteers to weekly deliver a Meals on Wheels route
¢ Continuing financial support for

Rainbow Room
Plainview Humane Society Animal Shelter
Hale County Crisis Center, and
Meals on Wheels
Collecting canned goods for Food for FISH
Calling for donations to the Benevolence Box
Vending Free Trade Coffee
Dress-a-Live Doll Christmas Project
$5,000 donation to the current house for Habitat for Humanity
Work on the Habitat for Humanity.

If you have additional ideas of where we could help out financially or physically, please contact the Mission and
Outreach Committee moderator/vice moderator Kevin Sweeney or Rob Kinkaid. This committee recently promoted the
month of October as Habitat for Humanity month. The Habitat for Humanity house currently being constructed is dedi-
cated to the memory of long-time FPC member Dick Trimble. It is still not too late to pitch in and help! Work begins
every Saturday morning at 9:00 a.m. The house is located in the 700 block of West 28th Street. Larry Williams would
love to answer any questions you might have. There is always room for one more set of hands!
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Mini-March for CF

Once again, to raise funds for the Cystic Fibrosis
TDFPS requires that all Foundation, we have s;:h,eduled our Mini—Mar_ch for
pre-k students have their Wednesday, November 4. All children are invited
vision and hearing screen- to participate_

ed before entering kinder- Look for your child’s pledge form in their folder.

garten. To meet these .
requirements, we will have I l€ase return the form and monies collected the day

hearing screening on before the March.

Wed.,Nov.11 @ 8:15 We will march one mile around the interior of our
and hearing screening building. Please make every effort to help your child
Thurs.,Nov.12 @ 8:15. Secure pledges for this project. Your support is just as
This is provided free of important as the little legs that will be marching to
charge; however,ifyour- ~ share our blessings.
child is absent, you must e e

have these done at your O)n
expense and present

proof of testing for our
records.

classes will have their Thanksgiving party @10:00.
Your child may dress as a Pilgrim or Indian

for the occasion.

More information about preparations will

come from your child’s teacher.

There will be no school November 25-27 for
Thanksgiving Break.




Sunday Regular Schedule
9:15 Sunday School

10:00 Coffee/Fellowship

10:30 Worship
5:00 GEL
6:00 PYC
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Regular Schedule Fastor's Day Off | 9:00
ql. saints Coronation
WATABLARAA 5:00 Christian Party
Education Com-
Commuyon mittee
&2 Chill Cook | £ ssaN 6:00 Pack 6:00 H& C 6:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 PNC 7:00 Choir
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Regular Schedule 10:00 Naomi- Pastor’s Day Off | 8:00 Men’s
Stewardship Ruth Circle Breakfast
Commitment VETERANS
DAY
N
SIVARSHIP 5:00 SSGN 6:00 Pack 6:00H&C 6:30 Steward-
SUNDAY 7:00 PNC 7:00 Choir ship Committee
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Regular Schedule Pastor’s Day Off
2:00 Session
5:00 SSGN
6:30 “Me and 6:00 Pack 600H&C
Thee” -7:00 PNC 7:00 Choir
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Regular Schedule Pastor’s Day Off
Christ the King
Communion
5:00 SSGN 6:00 Pack 6:00H& C
7:00 PNC 7:00 Choir Office Closed l
29 30
Regular Schedule

5:00 SSGN
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